[Value of the new anticonvulsants in pediatrics].
Within the last years five new antiepileptics have become available in Germany. Vigabatrin is a second choice drug against partial seizures, West syndrome and epilepsies in infant encephalopathy syndromes. Lamotrigine and Gabapentin can be used as add-on therapy in partial seizures in children above 12 years of age Felbamate has a high incidence of severe side-effects like aplastic anemia and liver failure. Therefore it should be restricted to the treatment of Lennox-Gastaut syndrome. Oxcarbazepine is not yet on the German market, but is available by import from Austria. Its therapeutic range is similar to carbamazepine with less side-effects. The new antiepileptics discussed have turned out to be useful additional therapeutics, especially in focal epilepsies. There is, however, still limited experience with these drugs in children. So none can as yet be considered a drug of first choice in any epileptic childhood disorder. The classical antiepileptic drugs remain essential in antiepileptic therapy.